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Introduction 
 

The purpose of this document is to assist Indiana school corporations in defining, planning, and implementing services for high 

ability learners.  Recommended program and service options for students of high ability were developed by a committee sponsored by 

the Indiana Department of Education, Division of Exceptional Learners.  The following information is based on the Indiana Standards for 

High Ability Education.   

 The need for comprehensive and continuous levels of services for students of high ability that are differentiated to meet their 

academic, social, and emotional needs has been well documented.  One specific type of programming for students of high ability 

cannot meet the needs of the many levels and types of talents and abilities evidenced by these students, K-12.  Levels of services and 

programming options to meet these varied needs might include:  ability grouping, acceleration, cluster grouping, special pull-out 

classes, self-contained classes, magnet schools, dual enrollment, early entry, Advanced Placement classes, and the International 

Baccalaureate Program.  Social and emotional needs of students of high ability must also be addressed with differentiated career, 

college, and personal counseling services.  Different students will need different services at different times. 

 If students of high ability are to make continuous intellectual growth and “adequate yearly progress” as defined by No Child Left 

Behind, then students of high ability must be provided curriculum that ensures they will learn something new every day.  According to 

Reis, Burns, & Renzulli (1992), students of high ability spend as much as 50% of their time working with curriculum they have already 

mastered.  When the general education curriculum fails to provide new learning experiences and skills for students who have already 

mastered the standards being taught, these students do not have an appropriate learning environment and are being denied 

appropriate educational services. 

 Services for students of high ability must be interrelated with the general education curriculum and designed from a theoretical, 

research-based, and practical perspective. Programming and services must also reflect the knowledge of how students of high ability 

develop and learn.  This programming must include appropriate curriculum, acceleration, instructional strategies, assessment, and 

evaluation.   

 When planning appropriate programming and services for students of high ability, corporations must consider: 

1. Which students have potential when compared to others from similar experiences (i.e. free/reduced lunch, ELL programs, 

etc.); 

2. How different students will be grouped, organized, or provided with individual plans for the most effective learning; 

3. What training the teacher either has or needs to most effectively teach and plan learning experiences for students of high 

ability; 

4. What content, standards, and pace are most appropriate for these students; and 

5. What instructional strategies, projects, and products are most appropriate and will promote academic growth. 
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Definition of High Ability 
 

“High Ability Student is one who performs at, or shows the potential for performing at, an outstanding level of accomplishment in at least 

one domain when compared to other students of the same age, experience, or environment; and is characterized by exceptional gifts, 

talents, motivation, or interests.”  

---The Indiana Code 
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Definitions & Research Supported Service Options for Gifted Students 
 

 Definition Example 

Ability Grouping Students are grouped by ability and 
readiness level.  Groups can be 
formed and reformed to meet varied 
instructional purposes.  Ability 
grouping is not synonymous with 
“tracking.” 

Students are regrouped by ability or achievement level for 
specific subject instruction, most often for language arts or 
mathematics.  This may be with all students at a grade 
level or across grade levels.  For example, Mr. Green has 
all the students in grade four who are reading above the 
fourth grade reading level.  Mrs. White has all the students 
who are reading at fourth grade level. 
 

Advanced 
Placement 
 

These courses at the high school 
level are of advanced or 
accelerated content comparable to 
introductory  college level courses.  
An AP course includes  the 
opportunity to take the College 
Board  Advanced Placement (AP) 
Exam.  Performance on those 
exams is on a scale of 1-5.  
Colleges may give credit or 
advanced placement to students 
who have achieved certain AP 
exam scores while in high school.   

A student successfully completing the AP course in 
chemistry in high school and earning the AP test score 
required by the college of choice receives college credit for 
college-level coursework.  Credit and courses vary and are 
established by the AP Policy at each institution.  Visit the 
IDOE website for more information about AP in Indiana 
http://www.doe.in.gov/opd/advpla/adv_pla.htm 

Between-Class 
Grouping 

The practice of  “trading students” 
among teachers at a particular 
grade level, so that each teacher 
has a narrower range of abilities for 
the chosen subject or topic.  The 
groups will require further 

Three fourth grade teachers choose to group their students 
for math.  One teacher will instruct the students who are 
below grade level in their mathematical understanding, one 
teacher will take those students who have grade-level 
knowledge of mathematics, and the third teacher will work 
with the students whose understanding of mathematics is 
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 Definition Example 

differentiation in order to meet the 
needs of the students, but this will 
be easier for the teacher to provide. 
 

well above grade level.   

Cluster Grouping The practice of identifying a small 
group of high ability students at a 
grade level and placing them in the 
same classroom at that grade level 
with a teacher best-suited and 
qualified to work with high ability 
learners. 

A district using cluster grouping has identified seven 
students in grade three in one elementary as having high 
abilities.  These seven students are all placed in Mrs. 
Greene’s third grade class, along with 21 other students.  
Because these students are a special population, Mrs. 
Greene is not given any students of extremely low ability to 
keep her from having an extreme range of student abilities 
in her classroom.  
  

Cross-Grade 
Grouping 

The practice of placing students in a 
particular subject so that they are 
with other students who are ready 
for instruction at that same  grade 
level, regardless of their current 
grade in school. 

A school has chosen to use cross-grade grouping for 
reading instruction.  All teachers, in grades 1 through 5, 
teach reading at the same time.  Students are placed in 
teachers’ classes according to their grade placement on a 
test of reading skills and comprehension.  For example, Mr. 
Thomas teaches all students whose reading level was 
measured to be third grade.  He has students in his class 
from grades 1, 3, and 4, but all are working at the third 
grade level in reading. 
 

Dual/Concurrent 
Enrollment 
 

This practice allows a student of 
high ability to attend classes in 
more than one building level during 
the school year and receive credit 
for a parallel course at a higher 
level. This can also be when high 
school students take high school 

A middle school student of high ability attends a high 
school biology class for part of the school day and receives 
credit for the course in both middle school and high school. 
Or a student might attend college for part of the day but will 
also attend “regular” level high school classes for part of 
each day. 
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 Definition Example 

and college classes simultaneously.   
 

 

Early Entrance Students begin their elementary or 
college education prior to the 
designated chronological age of 
entrance. 

A 4 1/2-year-old child received a psycho-educational 
evaluation and the results indicated the child performed at 
the first to fourth grade in all areas tested.  The student is 
therefore allowed to begin school prior to his/her fifth 
birthday and is to be placed in the first grade. 
 
A 16-year-old high school junior has completed all Core 40 
courses and/or has demonstrated competency in all 
academic areas of  the Academic Honors Diploma.  This 
student is allowed to graduate from high school and begin 
college early. 
 

Early Graduation Acceleration options have allowed 
the number of years a student 
spends in mastering the K-12 
curriculum to be shortened and 
makes possible early high school 
graduation.   

Students successfully completing high school course 
requirements through testing out and acquiring advanced 
credits may accumulate the number of credits required for 
early graduation from high school. 
 
 
 

Full-time or Self-
contained 
Classroom 

A programmatic term defining a 
homogeneous setting of students 
with common needs and/or abilities.  
The class can include multiple 
grades or ages. 

Twenty students with high general intellectual ability at one 
grade level or multi-grade levels are placed in one 
classroom with a high ability specialist for all core content  
subjects.  They may be mixed with other students for art, 
music, physical education, recess, and lunch.  The 
curriculum is appropriately differentiated and/or 
accelerated. 
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 Definition Example 

Grade Skipping Students progress through grade 
level instruction skipping one or 
more grades. 

During recent testing, a third grade student who is currently 
receiving high ability services has tested at the fifth to sixth 
grade level in all academic areas.  The student was thereby 
moved into a fifth grade class where he/she was also able 
to participate in subject skipping for all academic areas in 
which he/she tested at a higher level.   
 

Honors Classes 
 
 
 

Honors classes may be offered in 
traditional middle and high school 
courses.  These classes are taught 
at a more advanced  level than the 
regular or general classes and may 
include, but not be limited to, 
students identified as high ability.  
Honors classes may need to be 
further differentiated  to provide 
students of high ability the learning 
experiences at a level, speed, and 
depth that meet their needs.  
 

The curriculum should be differentiated and cover more 
ground than the general class.  The eighth grade honors 
algebra class allows for more discussion, higher order 
thinking, more quality homework, and greater academic 
challenges.  
 
 
 
 

Individualized 
Education Plan 
(IEP) 

A written document that describes 
how a student will access a variety 
of high ability services that may 
include the use of several service 
options. 

A first grade student has received a psycho-educational 
evaluation and has been found to be eligible for high ability 
services.  The student’s high ability licensed teacher, the 
building principal, the student’s parents, and others meet to 
draw up a written plan for this child. 
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 Definition Example 

International 
Baccalaureate (IB) 
 

A rigorous international pre-
university course of study, leading 
to examinations, that meets the 
needs of highly motivated and 
academically superior secondary 
school students.   
 

Advanced high standard course work is  
offered at the high school level and taught by an IB trained 
instructor. Over the course of the year, the student 
experiences college-level curriculum. 
 
 

Magnet Programs The practice of pulling students with 
a common interest or ability into one 
school for a program designed to 
meet their needs. 

In Flatlands, the school corporation has seven elementary 
schools.  School C is the magnet school for high ability 
students and students who have been identified as having 
high general intellectual ability are all placed in school C 
rather than in the school they would normally attend.   
 
 

Mentorships The practice of placing a student 
with an expert or practicing 
professional in a particular area of 
interest to the student.  The student 
learns about or studies the interest 
area intensely with the mentor.  This 
is usually an option that occurs 
outside of the normal school day. 

A student is extremely interested in sports medicine and is 
placed with one of the leading experts in the field at a local 
university.  The student has an opportunity to conduct 
research with the professor and present findings at a 
national conference.  The student works with her mentor 
after school and on Saturdays. 
 
 
 

Pull-out Programs Students with similar readiness 
levels, interests, and/or learning 
styles are pulled from their regular 
classrooms to work with each other 
and a resource teacher to facilitate 
accelerated and/or enriched 
learning experiences. Because 

A school with a pull-out program has identified a group of 
ten gifted students who meet with a G/T trained teacher in 
a resource room for two periods a week.  The students 
work on research projects and/or enrichment activities, 
which result in products, presentations, or performances.  If 
this were provided, the students would also need 
appropriately differentiated curriculum and instruction in 
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 Definition Example 

services are required in Indiana, the 
instruction provided would need to 
be in the specific core content area 
associated with the area of 
identified high ability. 
 

their core content areas in accordance with the areas of 
identified high ability. 
 
 
 

Subject Skipping Allow student to be placed in 
classes with older students for part 
of the day (or with materials from 
higher grade placements) in one or 
more subject areas.  

A seventh grade student has tested at the eighth grade 
level in mathematics.  This student was allowed to attend 
the eighth grade level mathematics course within his/her 
school building.   

 
 
 
 

Research Compilations Related to Effective Service Options for Students with High Ability 
 

 

Colangelo, N., Assouline, S., & Gross, M. (2004). A nation deceived: How schools hold back America’s brightest students (Vol. II). 
Iowa City, IA: University of Iowa, Belin Blank Center. 

Plucker, J. & Callahan, C. (eds.) (2008).  Critical issues and practices in gifted education:  What the research says.  Waco, TX:  Prufrock. 

Robinson, A., Shore, B., & Enersen, D.  (2006).  Best practices in gifted education:  An evidenced -based guide.  Waco, TX:  
Prufrock. 

Rogers, K. B. (2007).  Lessons learned about educating the gifted and talented: A synthesis of the research on educational 
practice.  Gifted Child Quarterly, 51(4), 382-396.   
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Flowchart for Decision Making About  
High Ability Service Options 

 
 

Consider the 

students who 

have been 

identified as 

having h igh 

ability 

A Do any  

have 

extremely 

high 

ability?

1
Consider 

acceleration 

options that 

reduce the 

number of 

years in K-

12 

2

If the 

extreme 

strength is 

in just one 

subject area, 

consider 

subject 

skipping.

B How 

many are 

HA - G/T ? 

1
Fewer than 

half a class?

2
Half a class?

3
A full class?

C How 

many are 

L - HA (or 

M- HA)

1 Fewer 

than half a 

class?

2 Half a 

class?

3 A full 

class?

Put these together

 as a cluster in 

one class with a 

G/T licensed 

teacher

Put them into a 

split class with the 

HA G/T  kids from an 

adjacent grade with 

a G/T  licensed teacher
Put them together 

in a full-time G/T 

classroom with a 

G/T licensed 

teacher

Can they go to a 

G/T class for this 

subject?  If not, 

can they go to a 

different grade 

for this subject?

If not, group them in 

one classroom with 

differentiated content 

and instruction in the 

area of strength.

Is there a G/T group 

that matches their 

instructional level?                         

Put them together 

with a G/T  

licensed teacher 

Flowchart for Decision Making 

About High Ability Service 

Options

HA - G/T  means High Ability 

General Intellectual 

(both HA-L and HA-M)

L-HA means High Ability 

Language Arts

M-HA means High Ability 

Math
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Grades K – 5 Service Options 
 
 

Options for services – Schools should 
use flexibility in meeting individual needs. 
Start with the student(s) and determine 
what might work best; more than one 
option may be needed.  

Considerations  - Flexibility is key; different options 
might work in different grades for different students.  
Avoid having one “Program” which is the only option.   

Added Cost  

Early entrance to kindergarten Good for student who is HA, academically advanced, 
socially mature, independent, and motivated.  Child may 
also need advanced curriculum and instruction in new 
grade placement.  Use Iowa Acceleration Scale to 
facilitate decision making. 

None 

Skipping kindergarten for direct 
placement in first grade 

Grade skipping  

Subject skipping or placement into a 
higher grade level for particular subjects 

Good for student who is achieving well beyond others in 
a single subject. 

None 

Cluster groups  This can be a practical solution when there are not 
enough students of high ability for a separate class.  It is 
best that this class not also have another special needs 
group. 

None 

Ability grouped classes for students of 
high ability by subject area with teachers 
who are High Ability licensed or best-
suited  

This can combine students who are of high ability in 
general intellectual area with those who are of high ability 
in a specific academic area.   

None 

Resource room – Students of high ability 
are “pulled out” for regular instruction in 
math and language arts; resource teacher 
is G/T licensed. 

This can produce academic gain when the focus is on 
specific subject areas; if it is just a general enrichment 
focus, there are unlikely to be substantial academic 
effects.  Minimum contact time is recommended to be 
150 minutes per week per subject area.   

Cost of additional 
staff 

Self-contained multi-age split  Fulltime placement with other students of high ability and 
differentiated curriculum and instruction by a High Ability 
licensed teacher produces the greatest academic gains 
for HA- students.   

None if class sizes 
remain same Fulltime, self-contained class with High 

Ability licensed teacher 

Magnet school  for students of high 
ability  

Usually found in larger districts or in cooperating districts. 
This has the same advantages listed above and the 

Transportation and 
perhaps additional 
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Grades 6 – 8 Service Options 

 
Options for services – Schools should use flexibility 
in meeting individual needs. Start with the student(s) 
and determine what might work best; more than one 
option may be needed.  

Considerations  - Flexibility is key; different 
options might work in different grades for different 
students.  Avoid having one “Program” which is 
the only option.   

Added Cost 

Early entrance to high school Some students can skip a full year or do a 
semester in seventh grade and a semester in 
eighth grade. 

None 

Grade or subject skipping - Some may be ready to 
skip a level or two of math, science, or foreign 
language. 

The student should be allowed to go to the high 
school for certain subjects if needed; this option is 
called dual enrollment. 

None 

Distance learning classes from universities or 
Advanced Placement courses 

These require a student who is self-directed and a 
teacher who can monitor progress and provide 
onsite help. 

Tuition for 
online options; 
AP exam fees 

Special advanced classes or “honors” classes by 
subject with G/T licensed teachers  

This can combine students who are HA in general 
intellectual with those who are HA in a specific 
academic area.   

None 

A HA cohort or team of students that travels 
together for all core subjects with teachers having 
High Ability licenses  

This works well for schools that use teams.   None 

Individual options: internships, mentorships, IEP Can be used in combination with other options. None 

 
 

additional advantage of having “special” subjects taught 
at an advanced level by teachers with advanced training. 

class costs  

Individual options: internships, 
mentorships, distance learning, IEP 

Can be used in combination with other options. None 
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Grades 9-12 Service Options 
 

Options for services – Schools should 
use flexibility in meeting individual needs. 
Start with the student(s) and determine 
what might work best; more than one 
option may be needed.  

Considerations  - Flexibility is key; different options might 
work in different grades for different students.  Avoid 
having one “Program” which is the only option.   

Added Cost 

 
Graduation before the senior year 

 
Useful when a student can demonstrate academic 
functioning at the college level or has exhausted the most 
rigorous courses offered at the high school. Often these 
students have many years of college and advanced 
degrees ahead of them and have the maturity to begin 
that work early.  
 

 
None, but 
revenue is lost  
for per pupil 
enrollment in 
grade 12 

 
Credit by examination 

 
This is credit without seat time if proficiency is 
demonstrated. 
 

 
None 

 
Advanced or “Honors” classes by 
subject 

 
The curriculum and expectations are more rigorous than 
the regular option. 
 

 
None 

 
Special classes that are 
interdisciplinary, teach subjects not 
usually taught in high school, or are 
seminars especially designed for students 
of high ability 
 

 
Examples of these might include a double class in 
American history and literature or a philosophy course. 

 
None 

 
Distance learning classes from 
universities or Advanced Placement 
courses through distance learning 

 
These require a student who is self-directed and a teacher 
who can monitor progress and provide onsite help. 

 
Tuition for online 
courses 
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Dual enrollment in high school and 
college 

 
Investigate the course requirements and any tuition 
required for credit.  Be certain this is a better option than 
the more widely accepted Advanced Placement. 
 

 
Tuition for 
university credit 

 
Advanced Placement courses  

 
Curriculum, teacher training, and exams offered by the 
College Board.  These should be available prior to the 
senior year. 
 

 
AP exam fees 

 
International Baccalaureate Program 

 
Because of the cost and rigorous nature of these 
offerings, they are usually found only at large high 
schools. 
 

 
IB program fee for 
the school 

 
Indiana Academy for Science, 
Mathematics, and Humanities 

 
This is a residential public school for Indiana residents in 
grades 11 and 12.  It has advanced offerings for all 
subjects.  
 

 
None 

 
Individual options: internships, 
mentorships, foreign study, IEP 
 

 
Can be used in combination with other options. 

 
None 
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Glossary of Terms 
 

The following glossary is adapted from the Indiana Association for the Gifted (IAG) Resource Guide for Indiana Parents & Teachers, 2nd Edition. 
It was constructed by modifying and adding to a similar glossary published by the California Association for the Gifted.  The Glossary appeared in 
their publication: The Challenge of Raising Your Gifted Child (1998).  Definitions for Service Options are expanded.   
 
Ability Grouping  Students are grouped by ability and readiness level. Groups can be formed and reformed to meet varied instructional purposes. 
Ability grouping is NOT synonymous with "tracking." 
 
Academic Excellence   Expecting each student to work at maximum level toward a set of external standards as defined by state, district, and/or 
school. Learning and performing for each student should be at a challenge level commensurate with each student's skills and developed abilities. 
 
Accelerated Learning  Pacing students through the curriculum at a rate commensurate with their advanced ability. Students may or may not be 
formally identified as high ability to participate in some forms of accelerated learning. 
 
Achievement Test A test that measures the extent to which a student has mastered the skills and knowledge of a particular area. 
 
Advanced Placement (AP) Any of the approximately 35 classes endorsed by the College Board in which a secondary student can earn college 
credit by successfully meeting criteria established by higher education institutions on a nationally given and scored Advanced Placement 
examination. Students also earn high school credit upon successful completion of the course(s).  AP Scores are in the range of 1-5, with scores of 
3, 4, or 5 being highly correlated with college graduation. 
 
Affective Learning Incorporating into the curriculum opportunities for students to address socio-emotional issues, attitudes, and appreciations of 
self and others. 
 
Alternative Assessment Procedures designed to reduce any assessment biases that may be inherent in other assessment methods used to 
evaluate the levels of services needed for students of high ability. Also referred to as other forms of assessment. 
 
At-Risk Students who may underachieve or who may drop out of school. Unmet economic, physical, emotional, linguistic, and/or academic needs 
may inhibit a student's ability to learn or attend school. 
 
Authentic Assessment Process of evaluating student learning using student products or performance instead of traditional standardized tests. It 
allows students to be evaluated with regard to their individuality and creativity. 
 
Behavioral Rating Scale/Checklist A checklist or scale that reports the frequency or extent to which an individual demonstrates specific actions or 
characteristics.  Caution:  When using these for identification, it is important that the items on the scale or checklist be related to the services to be 
provided. 
 
Between-Class Grouping The practice of “trading students” among teachers at a particular grade level, so that each teacher has a narrower range 
of abilities for the chosen subject or topic. 
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Broad-Based Planning Committee (BBPC) In Indiana Administrative Code, “Broad-based planning committee” means a diverse group with 
representation from educators, parents, students, community members, and other stakeholders; organized for the purposes of planning and 
development of programs for students of high ability. 
 
Cluster Grouping The practice of identifying a small group of high ability students at a grade level and placing them in the same classroom at that 
grade level with a teacher who is best-suited and qualified to work with high ability students.   
 
Core Curriculum The common knowledge and skills to be learned by all students of a particular grade; reading, writing, mathematics, history-social 
studies, and science make up core curriculum. 
 
Credit by Examination The student is awarded advanced standing credit (e.g., in high school or college) by successfully completing some form of 
mastery test or activity. 
 
Cross-Grade Grouping  The practice of placing students in a particular subject so that they are with other students who are ready for instruction at 
that particular grade level, regardless of their current grade in school. 
 
Curriculum Compacting A process used to give students validation for what they already know. It allows students who demonstrate mastery to 
omit portions of assigned curriculum, or to move more quickly through curriculum than would be typical. Students are thus able to "buy time" which 
can be used to accelerate content or to pursue enrichment activities while the unit is being taught to other students. 
 
Curriculum & Instructional Strategies Plan One of the five written levels of service program plans required for Indiana school corporations 
according to Administrative Code. The plan details how the curriculum and instruction are differentiated in breadth or depth of content to meet the 
needs of one or more high ability students within the corporation through activities such as compacting, acceleration, enrichment, and problem 
solving. It also indicates how the curriculum for high ability students is differentiated from the general education curriculum to promote such things 
as higher order thinking, decision making, creative problem solving, and effective researching.  Ideally this will include a Scope and Sequence or 
Curriculum Map to show the K-12 articulation of the curriculum for high ability students. 
 
Differentiation Adapting the curriculum to meet the unique needs of learners by making modifications in complexity, depth, and pacing. It may 
include selecting, rather than covering all, the curriculum areas dependent on the individual needs of students.  In Indiana Administrative Code, 
“Differentiated” means providing tiered levels of services for all educational needs. 
 
Disaggregated  Data that is separated by ethnicity, free/reduced lunch, language proficiency, gender, presence of an IEP, or accommodations. 
 
Domain  As used in Indiana Code, "domain" includes the following areas of aptitude and talent: general intellectual, general creative, specific 
academic, technical and practical arts, visual and performing arts, and interpersonal.  While all domains are important, identification of students with 
high ability in the general intellectual and specific academic domains are the only domains required by law. See definitions for each of the domains 
in this glossary. 
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Dual/Concurrent Enrollment This practice allows a student of high ability to attend classes in more than one building level during the school 
year and receive credit for a parallel course at a higher level.  This can also be when high school students take high school and college classes 
simultaneously. 
 
Early Entrance Students begin their elementary school or college education prior to the designated chronological age of entrance. 
 
Early Graduation  Acceleration options have allowed the number of years a student spends in mastering the K – 12 curriculum to be shortened and 
makes possible early high school graduation. 
 
Early Matriculation  Enrollment in college before completion of the usual seven or eight semesters of high school.  This usually involves meeting 
diploma requirements through a combination of course completions and demonstration of proficiency in one or more required areas. 
 
Enrichment  Activities that supplement the core curriculum. Such activities are generally not specified in the curriculum and are selected by the 
teacher and/or students in a given classroom.  Enrichment, but itself, is not enough for high ability students.  However, both enrichment and 
acceleration are elements of a good curriculum for high ability students. 
 
General Intellectual  One of the domains of high ability as listed in Indiana Code.  According to Indiana Administrative Code, “General intellectual” 
means understanding facts and concepts, developing skills and generalizations, and evaluating their relationships as they apply to a broad array of 
disciplines. 
 
Gifted and Talented There is no single definition of “gifted” or “talented.”  In Indiana, each school corporation may determine the identification 
criteria used to determine who will participate in services or programs it designs to meet the needs of students of high ability. 
 
Governing Body Local Education Agency or board of education (school board). 
 
Grade Skipping Students progress through grade level instruction skipping one or more grades. 
 
Guidance and Counseling Plan One of the five written levels of service program plans required for corporations according to Indiana 
Administrative Code. The plan outlines the differentiated services within the corporation to meet the specific affective needs and educational career 
plans of the students of high ability.  It may include topics such as: 
(1)       academic program planning, 
(2)       career & life planning,  
(3)       organization & management skills, 
(4)       the meaning of giftedness, 
(5)       stress management, and 
(6)       individual-, small-, or large- group counseling sessions. 
 
Heterogeneous/Homogeneous Grouping Grouping heterogeneously generally occurs by chronological age level and without regard for the 
diverse needs of students, their learning styles, or their interests. Homogeneous grouping is based on common criteria such as the students' 
interests, special needs, or academic abilities. 
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High Ability Student In Indiana Code "high ability student" means a student who performs at, or shows the potential for performing at, an 
outstanding level of accomplishment in at least one (1) domain when compared to other students of the same age, experience, or environment; and 
is characterized by exceptional gifts, talents, motivation, or interests. 
 
Honors Class Classes at the middle school/junior high or high school level in which content, pace, or depth of instruction is accelerated.  
Traditionally, students who meet prerequisite criteria are accepted into these courses.  These courses may include students other than those 
identified as high ability by the school district. 
 
Independent Study or Self-Directed Study Allowing students to follow individual or self-selected areas of interest and specific aptitude by 
designing and implementing their own study plans. Close monitoring by teachers is an essential component of independent study. 
 
Indiana Code The state statutes created by the Indiana General Assembly. After passing a statute, the legislature may delegate authority to a state 
agency (such as the IDOE) or board to develop further rules (regulations) to carry out and implement the law.  IC citation references are for the 
Indiana Code. 
 
Individualization Providing a specific program that meets the particular needs, interests, and/or abilities of an individual student for some part of 
his/her educational experience. It does not mean, however, that every child is working in isolation on a different level or a different subject at all 
times. It does mean that students are working on levels commensurate with their assessed ability, needs, and/or interests. 
 
Individualized Classroom Accountability Network (ICAN)  ICAN is a web-based software system that manages individualized curriculum, 
assessment, and analysis through standards-based accountability. Some features ICAN offers include standards lists, curriculum manuals, lesson 
plan books, project planners, skills checklists, assignment/assessment reports, electronic portfolios, term report cards, permanent progress records, 
and graphs/charts to analyze progress. This software can be used to assist teachers in assessing student knowledge beyond grade-level standards 
as well as to facilitate student groupings according the Indiana Curriculum Standards. 
 
Individualized Education Plan/Program (IEP) A written document that describes how a student will access a variety of high ability services that 
may include the use of several service options. 
 
Intelligence Quotient (IQ) A measure of ability or aptitude at a given point in time, comparing children of the same chronological age. It is a test 
designed to measure one's potential for learning including abstract thinking and reasoning, knowledge acquisition, and problem-solving abilities.  
Originally it was considered to be the sole way of measuring student ability. Current thinking now accepts IQ as one of the many ways to measure a 
student's academic potential. 
 
International Baccalaureate (IB) A rigorous international pre-university course of study, leading to examinations, that meets the needs of highly 
motivated and academically superior secondary school students. IB has a comprehensive classics curriculum (languages, sciences, mathematics, 
and humanities) that allows its graduates to fulfill education requirements of various nations. Only schools approved by the IB organization may 
offer the program. Also, school fees are charged by the IB organization. 
 
ISTAR ISTAR stands for Indiana Standards Tool for Alternate Reporting.  Some features ICAN offers include standards lists, curriculum manuals, 
lesson plan books, project planners, skills checklists, assignment/assessment reports, electronic portfolios, term report cards, permanent progress 
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records, and graphs/charts to analyze progress. This software can be linked to ISTAR which is used to assist teachers in assessing student 
knowledge beyond grade-level standards as well as to facilitate student groupings according the Indiana Curriculum Standards. 
 
Levels of Services Program Plan The plans developed outlining the educational programming, differentiated in depth and breadth, to meet the 
needs of one or more high ability students through activities such as: 
compacting, 
acceleration, 
enrichment, 
problem-solving, and 
creative thinking. 
 
Magnet School or Magnet Program Many school districts, especially those with large student enrollments, select individual schools to emphasize 
particular programs or services. Some magnet programs focus on specific learning areas such as math, science, or performing arts. Others are 
designed to serve a specific student population such as high ability students. Since space is usually limited, special entrance requirements may 
apply. 
  
Mandated Program A legally required program or action authorized by law. 
 
Mentorships The practice of placing a student with an expert or practicing professional in a particular area of interest to the student.  The student 
would learn about or study the interest area intensely with the mentor.  This is usually an option that occurs outside of the normal school day. 
 
Multifaceted Assessment means collecting and analyzing data to identify the educational needs of high ability students through the following: 

 Performance-based assessment, which includes evaluating the performance of students involved in complex learning opportunities usually 
through the use of achievement tests.    

 Potential-based assessment, which includes assessing verbal, quantitative, and nonverbal reasoning to evaluate the potential performance 
of high ability students.  This evaluation can be through the use of instruments, such as standardized intelligence or cognitive ability tests.   

 Other forms of assessment, which include using procedures designed to reduce any assessment biases that may be inherent in other 
assessment methods used to evaluate the levels of services needed for high ability students.  Qualitative measures such as rating scales, 
portfolios, structured observations or interviews can provide important information about advanced performance or advanced ability.  

 
Multifaceted Assessment Plan One of the five written levels of service program plans required for corporations in Indiana. It outlines the 
instruments used to identify the needs of students of high ability and measure their progress and must include at least one performance-based 
measure, one potential-based measure, and one other form of assessment. 
 
Nomination A referral process for consideration of a student into a specialized program. 
 
Norm-Referenced  Test A test used to determine an individual's status with respect to the performance of other individuals on that test. A "norm" 
group is the large number of examinees who have taken a particular test and whose scores form the basis of the norms. Such a test may be based 
on national norms, state norms, or local norms. At every level of educational test usage, it is necessary to match the scope of the test with the 
purpose that test is supposed to perform. 
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Off-Grade Level Tests A test that is one or more grade or age level(s) above the student's actual grade placement or age used to assess a 
student's ability or achievement. 
 
Other Forms of Assessment Procedures designed to reduce any assessment biases that may be inherent in other assessment methods used to 
evaluate the levels of services needed for students of high ability. Also referred to as alternative assessment, these might include qualitative 
instruments such as rating scales, checklists, structured interviews and observations, etc.   
 
Performance-Based Assessment Evaluating the performance of students involved in complex learning opportunities through the use of 
instruments, such as norm referenced achievement tests.    
 
Portfolio Assessment A collection of student products used to measure student progress and achievement. A collection of student products is 
often used to evaluate abilities to determine the appropriateness of placement in a program such as visual and performing arts. This practice allows 
students to demonstrate a wide variety of abilities and talents that traditionally are not measured well by standardized tests. Material in a portfolio 
may be student selected. (See also Authentic Assessment.) 
 
Potential-Based Assessment  Evaluating the potential performance of students of high ability through the use of instruments, such as: 
standardized intelligence tests or tests of verbal, quantitative, and nonverbal reasoning.   
 
Professional Development Plan One of the five written levels of service program plans required for corporations participating in the State G/T 
Grant Program. The plan describes the opportunities provided by the corporation to promote professional growth in all areas of high ability services. 
This plan may include: 
(1)    corporation in-services for teachers, administrators, paraprofessionals, and volunteers;  
(2)    staff release time for attending workshops, seminars, conferences, etc; 
(3)    resources within the corporation; and  
(4)    study groups within the corporation. 
 
Program for Students of High Ability According to Indiana Administrative Code, “Program” means educational services differentiated in depth 
and breadth designed to meet the needs of one (1) or more students of high ability through activities such as compacting, acceleration, enrichment, 
problem solving, and creative thinking. 
 
Pull-out Program Students with similar readiness levels, interests, and /or learning styles are pulled from their regular classrooms to work with 
each other and a resource teacher to facilitate accelerated and/or enriched learning experiences. 
 
Qualitative Assessment.  These are measures that are usually less quantitative and more descriptive in nature.  
 
Reliability The consistency of an instrument/test over time; the accuracy and repeatability of a measurement. 
 
Self-Contained Classroom A programmatic term defining a homogeneous setting of students with common needs and/or abilities.  The class can 
include multiple grades or ages. 
 
Socio-emotional  The social and emotional needs of the student; affective domain. 
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Specific Academic One of the domains of high ability as listed in Indiana Code.  According to Indiana Administrative Code, “Specific academic” 
means understanding facts and concepts, developing skills and generalizations, and evaluating their relationships as they apply to specific 
disciplines, such as English language arts, social studies, foreign languages, mathematics, and sciences. 
 
Stakeholder Persons with interest in the programming for students of high ability; 
e.g. administrators, school board members, community members. 
 
Subject-based Acceleration Any option that allows a gifted student to gain exposure to advanced content and skills beyond the average 
curriculum standards that are expected for a certain age or grade.   
 
Subject Skipping  Allows a student to be placed in classes with older students for part of the day (or with materials from higher grade placements) 
in one or more subject areas. 
 
 
Systematic Program Assessment Plan One of the five written levels of service program plans required for Indiana school corporations.   The plan 
shows the procedures for assessing the effectiveness of the corporation's program for high ability services. It may include topics such as: 
(1)     schedule for reviewing and updating the current program, 
(2)     instruments and methods for evaluating program effectiveness, 
(3)     procedures for data collection, and 
(4)     plans for action research. 
 
Twice-Exceptional Students with needs and characteristics of more than one special population, e.g. gifted and learning disabled. 
 
Underachieving A discrepancy between recognized potential and actual academic performance. The causes of underachievement may be social, 
emotional, physical, and/or academic. 
 
Validity The degree to which a test/assessment measures what it purports to measure. 
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Policy Notification Statement:  It is the policy of the Indiana Department of Education not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, 
or disability, in its programs or employment policies as required by the Indiana Civil Rights Act (I.C. 22-9.1), Title VI and VII (Civil Rights Act of 1964), the Equal Pay 
Act of 1973, Title IX (Educational Amendments), and Section 504 (Rehabilitation Act of 1973). 
Inquiries regarding compliance with Title IX may be directed to the Human Resources Director, Indiana Department of Education, 151 West Ohio Street, Indianapolis, 
IN 46204-2798, or the Director of the Office of Civil Rights, U.S. Department of Education, Chicago, IL – Dr. Tony Bennett, Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
 

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                        

 

 

 

                                                                                                  

                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                   


